[Successful treatment of a giant bulla by thoracoscopic excision and laser ablation].
A 39-year-old male complaining of shortness of breath on mild exertion. Radiographs revealed that a giant bulla occupied more than half the area of the right lung field. Thoracoscopic excision of the giant bulla was performed using some autosutures. After the emphysematous lesion was consolidated by laser ablation, it was sutured using PDS thread. The bulla in the left lung was similarly excised 3 weeks after the first procedure. The FEV1.0% improved from 72% to 89% after excision and laser ablation of a giant bulla and bullae. Thoracoscopic excision and laser ablation of a giant bulla appears to be an effective alternative to conventional thoracotomy.